Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

April 23, 2007
6:30 PM:
Open Meeting; St. Patrick’s Parish Center.



Board reviews and approves previous meeting minutes.



Board reviews and approves weekly warrants.

6:45 PM:
Old Town Hall Committee members Joel Hotchkiss and Bob Salerno update the Board on Committee activities and issue a report.


An application has been submitted to the State Historical Commission to place the Town Hall on the State Historic properties listing.


Joel states that the Commission’s intent is to preserve the building with an eye towards using the 2nd floor for display of historic items other community events and displays. The first floor could be leased out as commercial space. He notes that the Planning Board has been studying changing the downtown zoning to include the Town Hall in the commercial district – presently it is zoned residential. Joel speaks about fund raising to defray the cost of conversion/renovation.


Bob Salerno says that the Committee’s intent is to restore the building to its original town use. Bob acknowledges that there are hurdles to be crossed, not the least of which are financial.


MK points out that there are several legal, handicap and building code issues that need to be addressed. Once town offices vacate the building, any subsequent use would fall under a “change of use” and would trigger a full upgrade of the structure.


Bob mentions the Lenox Academy as an example of a town owned building which is leased out to commercial tenants. It is suggested that one of the first calls the Committee should make is to the State Building Inspector to find out exactly what degree of renovation needs to take place to suit the Committee’s vision.


Bob and Joel agree that more investigation has to be done. Board thanks the Committee for their presentation.

Other Items:
Joel Hotchkiss presents the Board with his plan to open a small café at his place of business – Hotchkiss Mobiles. He has reviewed his plans with the Board of Health Inspector and the Zoning Enforcement Officer. He asks if there are any additional or missing steps that he must take. CW notes that he will have to obtain a sign permit if he plans to add a sign.

7:20 PM:
Board reviews and signs the Annual Town Meeting warrant. Board reviews an opinion from Town Counsel that rules the Voter Petition Articles seeking to retain the Chief of Police and to honor his current contract as out of order. A copy of the opinion has been furnished to the Town Moderator.


Board reviews work progress at the Village School. Board discusses a number of items including: 4-24-07 job-site meeting; mix-up with Whiteway payment; sewer/water lines placement; bathrooms wall; additional work.


Board reviews a report on the Shaker Mill Dam Inspection done by Haley and Aldrich engineers as required by the Dept. of Conservation and Recreation.


Board reviews a letter from Peter Niles of MassHighway suggesting a meeting on 4-30-07 to discuss the downtown reconstruction project. Board decides to postpone the meeting until soon after the Annual  Town Meeting to allow for more notice to concerned  parties. Board discusses tabling Article 33 of the Annual Town Meeting warrant which asks for $14,000 for the next engineering phase of this project. This appropriation may be premature until more is found out from MassHighway.


Board reviews a Public Hearing Notice announcing a request for a water rate hike from Housatonic Water Company. Several West Stockbridge residents are served by this private company. Individual customers have been notified.


Board approves a request from Chief of Police Karl Cooper to appoint part-time Officer Robert Carter. Mr. Carter has all of the required training and qualifications. TSC makes a motion to appoint. CW seconds the motion. Vote taken, 3-0 in favor.


Board reads a letter from Librarian Leslie Meltzer who is resigning to take a new position in Gt. Barrington. Board wishes Leslie the best in her new job.


Board decides to instruct Town Counsel to speak with Chief Cooper’s  attorney and have the two of them work out a date for a joint meeting between the Board and the Chief.


Following a conversation, Board agrees to solicit a quote from MEGA for FY 2008 property and casualty and professional liability insurance. MEGA has just entered the  P&C field. The Town’s current carrier is MIIA.


MK reiterates his support for a new fire truck to replace the 1974 Pumper but he would like to speak with the Town’s financial advisor first on how best to structure the purchase. The option of leasing the vehicle may be a good idea but needs to be fleshed out first. The same practical approach needs to be taken with this purchase as with all other major purchases or projects.

8:10 PM:
There being no additional business before the Board, CW makes a motion to adjourn. TSC seconds the motion. Vote taken, 3-0 in favor.
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