Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

June 25, 2007

5:30 PM:
Open Meeting

Quorum present: Curt Wilton (CW), Tina Skorput Cooper (TSC), Michael Kirchner (MK). Also present: Administrative Assistant (AA). Berkshire Record reporter present.

Board reviews and approves previous meeting minutes.

Board reviews and approves weekly warrants.

Joel Hotchkiss presents a sign permit application to the Board for a new coffee/snack shop at Hotchkiss Mobiles to be named “Perks”. Board reviews the application which conforms to Zoning By-laws. MK makes a motion to approve the application. CW seconds the motion. Vote taken, 3-0 in favor.

CW suggests that Representative Pignatelli and Senator Downing be invited to attend the upcoming downtown reconstruction meeting (7-16-07) with MassHighway. Letters to be mailed.

AA and Village School architect to review furniture plan and quotes at 7-2-07 meeting.

Board reviews FY 2008 Annual Appointments. Following a discussion, MK makes a motion to approve the amended list pending Special Town Meeting (6-27-07) action to the contrary. TSC seconds the motion. Vote taken, 3-0 in favor.

CW notes that the utility pole in front of the Public Market looks like it needs to be replaced. CW to determine ownership (National Grid or Verizon).

6:30 PM:
Planning Board holds a joint meeting with the Selectmen to discuss replacing Planning Board Betsy Gross who has resigned to spend more time with her family. Following a discussion, Planning Board Chair Dana Bixby recommends Sarah Thorne be appointed to fill the vacancy. Planning Board member Mitch Greenwald seconds the motion. Joint vote taken, 7-0 in favor.

6:50 PM:
Cemetery Commissioners Arch Fadding and Holly Hamilton discuss the Cemetery Dept. budget for FY 2008. Holly had submitted a letter stating that quotes were received for Town Cemeteries mowing and additional funding would be needed to contract for mowing services. Holly states that former Commissioners filed the FY ’08 budget before quotes had been solicited. Quotes came in higher than the submitted FY 2008 budget.


CW notes that FY 2008 budgets have already been approved by voters. A special town meeting would have to called to increase a budget. MK suggests that the Commissioners work with what they have appropriated for FY ’08 ($15,500) which is a $4,000 increase over the previous year. The subject can be revisited in the spring after a season’s worth of mowing expenses can be reviewed.


Board and Commissioners have a general discussion about Perpetual Care and Perpetual Care interest and the rules on the use of those funds. Perpetual Care Interest can be appropriated by vote of the Cemetery Commissioners for items including: capital improvements, stone and monument repair, machinery purchase, and mapping/archiving. Normal operations are not to be funded with Perpetual Care Interest. 


MK tells Holly that the Selectmen are pleased with and support the Commission’s activeness.


CW has a general discussion about the Cemetery Tree Removal line item which was included again in the FY 2008 budget ($7,500).

7:10 PM:
COA members Joan and Norwin Rehm present Gt. Barrington Senior Center (Claire Teague Center) Director Grace Zbell. Joan suggested that Ms. Zbell attend a Selectmen’s meeting to answer questions on Senior Center operations in general and the Director’s role in particular. The Town should receive word in the next few weeks whether its Senior Center funding application will be approved.


Ms. Zbell discusses a Senior Center Director’s typical roles including: scheduling events, programs, lunches, classes, monthly newsletters, etc.


Director reports monthly to the COA and is hired by the Board of Selectmen.


Following an informative discussion, Board thanks Norwin, Joan and Grace for attending the meeting.

7:45 PM:
There being no additional business to discuss, MK makes a motion to adjourn the meeting. TSC seconds the motion. Vote taken, 3-0 in favor.
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