Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

July 23, 2007

6:30 PM:
Open  Meeting

Quorum present: Curt Wilton (CW), Tina Skorput Cooper (TSC), Michael Kirchner (MK). Also present: Administrative Assistant (AA). No press present.



Board reviews and approves previous meeting minutes.



Board reviews and approves weekly warrants.

6:50 PM:
Bob Powell, Parks and Recreation ex officio, provides an update on Card Pond lifeguard status. Tim Butterworth suffered a serious injury while lifeguarding at the Pond. Bob asks if the Town would be under any increased liability if there is no lifeguard on duty. The Committee is seeking a replacement for Tim but it may take some time to find someone. MK responds that there is ample signage permanently posted at Card Pond warning users to ‘swim at their own risk’. There are many hours during the week when there is no lifeguard present. There would be no increased liability if there is no full-time lifeguard on duty.


Bob then speaks about the Canada goose problem at Card Pond. Someone counted 14 geese the other day that looked liked they had settled in at the Pond. Commission member Curtis Thierling states that he has contacted Wildlife and Fisheries to see if anything can be done to get rid of the geese. The Agency was not able to provide any quick fixes.


Bob reports that some vandalism has taken place and asks if the Police Dept. can increase patrols in the area. Board will contact the Chief. Bob also asks if some of the weeds can be cut back on each side of the beach area. The area is getting closed in and is a safety concern for swimmers and the lifeguard.

7:15 PM:
Open Verizon Utility Pole Hearing. MK reads the legal notice that seeks to install one utility pole to provide service to Mr. Fulop on West Center Road. CW notes that the location is fine as far as the Highway Dept. is concerned. Abutters have been notified and none are present to speak for or against the installation. CW makes a motion to approve the Verizon petition to install a utility pole. MK seconds the motion. Vote taken, 3-0 in favor. Hearing closed.

Other Items:
Board reads a letter from Wayne Tenney of Gt. Barrington Road who is registering his complaint with neighbor’s frequent campfires that are sending bothersome smoke towards his house. He is asking for relief from the Board. Following a discussion, the matter is referred to Board of Health Agent John Olander and Fire Chief Peter Skorput. Jurisdiction on this matter lies with the Health and Fire departments.


Board has a general discussion about the next steps for the senior center now that the Town’s DHCD grant application for a new senior center at the Village School has been denied. MK suggests that the 2 large remaining classrooms at the Village School (rear of building) may be able to be converted into ‘community use space’. Several groups including the American Legion, Council on Aging, Youth Organizations, etc, could utilize this area. A multi-use area may serve the needs of the entire town more effectively and equitably. TSC and CW agree that the idea of a community space has merit and should be investigate further.


COA notes that the long-term partnership with the Town of Richmond in sharing the Council on Aging van has worked well. If the Town succeeds in its application to the State for a replacement van, the Town should seriously consider extending this past sharing relationship. Richmond has a good protected garage spot for the van; West Stockbridge does not. Richmond helps out with the maintenance of the van. AA notes that he has been discussing the matter with Richmond Town Admin. Bruce Garlow and will continue to stay in touch on the subject.


Board reviews FinCom meeting minutes of 7-18-07.


Board reviews a landfill study grant opportunity from the Department of Environmental Protection. AA will apply for up to the allowed $10,000 study grant.

8:30 PM:
There being no further business to discuss, MK makes a motion to adjourn the meeting. TSC seconds the motion. Vote taken, 3-0 in favor.
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