Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

August 13, 2007
6:30 PM:
Open Meeting; St. Patrick’s Parish Center

Quorum present:
Tina Skorput Cooper (TSC), Michael Kirchner (MK). Curt Wilton (CW) on vacation. Also present: Administrative Assistant (AA). No press present.

Board reviews and approves previous meeting minutes.

Board reviews and approves weekly warrants.

Council on Aging members Joan and Norwin Rehm discuss the failed Senior Center grant and next steps with the Board. The Rehm’s spoke with grant writer Tom Webb and because no Senior Center grants were awarded on this past round and the outlook for future funding is not promising, the Board would not likely apply for the same grant next year. Other options discussed included re-use of the 2 remaining Village School classrooms into a “community space” that could be shared by a number of civic groups including the Council on Aging.

The Rehm’s also discussed the timeline for the grant application submitted by the Board for a new COA van. The grant was submitted on time and letters of support were requested from Sen. Downing and Rep. Pignatelli. If the grant doesn’t come through, then the Board will discuss alternative funding options for a replacement van.

Cindy Faggioni addresses the Board about scheduling a fund raising event in the spring for Children’s Programs by means of a clothing consignment. Board is in general agreement but wants Town Counsel to review the program before committing.

Patty Specter, organizer for the Josh Billings Race, discusses her race concerns with the Board and Chief of Police Cooper. Her main concern is bicycle rider safety on Baldwin Farm corner. Last year, traffic cones dividing the lanes were placed on the corner. Cones could cause serious accidents here and Patty would prefer that they not be repeated this year. The Chief points out that he didn’t authorize the cones last year and agreed that they could pose a safety risk. They won’t be used this year. Following a brief discussion of other concerns, Patty agrees to meet with the Chief in a few weeks for another review before the mid-September race. Patty thanks the Board for their cooperation.

7:00 PM:
MK makes a motion to close bids for a new model year Fire Dept. Pumper. TSC seconds the motion. Vote taken, 2-0 in favor. MK reads the legal notice as it appeared in the Berkshire Eagle and Goods and Services Bulletin.


Although eight bid packages were forwarded to prospective bidders, only one bid was received. MK opened the bid are read aloud the price of $344,785 from Crimson Fire Equipment. Also present for the opening are Fire Chief Peter Skorput and Dept. Lt. Ron Race. The Board agrees to take the bid under advisement for one week to allow the Chief and his Department enough time to review the 110-page bid document and report back to the Board with their recommendation.

Other Items:
While present, Chief of Police Cooper is invited to next week’s Selectmen meeting at 7:00 PM to for the purpose of contract negotiations. Chief plans to attend although he is still trying to speak again with his attorney.


Because of the retirement of Veteran’s District Agent Al Adams, the Board votes to appoint Peter D. Saunders as his replacement. Mr. Saunders was selected from a list of candidates by the Southern Berkshire Veteran’s District Executive Board.


Board receives approval from the ABCC for a Change of Manager at the West Stockbridge Sportsmen’s Club.


Board is informed that Lycott Environmental applied a follow up aquatic weed removal treatment at Mill Pond about a week ago.


Board asks AA to follow up with Berkshire Regional Planning about the planned traffic count study on Swamp Road.


Board receives a check for $3,368.64 from the State as half-year payment for the Town’s recyclables.


Board approves a driveway permit application for Eric Egan, 38 Pixley Hill Road.


Board has a general discussion about a building use policy for the new Town Offices at the Village School.

7:45 PM:
There being no additional business to discuss, MK makes a motion to adjourn. TSC seconds the motion. Vote taken, 2-0 in favor.

Meeting minutes approved by:

______________________
______________________

Tina Skorput Cooper

Michael Kirchner

Date: ___________

