Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

September 10, 2007
6:30 PM:
Open Meeting; St. Patrick’s Parish Center

Quorum present: Curt Wilton (CW), Chair; Tina Skorput Cooper (TSC), Michael Kirchner (MK). Also present: Administrative Assistant (AA). No press present.

Board reviews and approves previous meeting minutes.

Board reviews and approves weekly warrants.

It is noted that Town Accountant Maryellen Brown will be out of the office for 2 weeks starting May 18th. Current bills will have to be put in for processing prior to that date.

TSC recommends sending a note of condolence to Delores Pieropan. Board agrees.

Other Items:

· An audit exit conference for FY 2006 has been scheduled for Sept. 24 at 7:00 PM. Notify Finance Committee.

· AA will be attending a grant-writing seminar this Wednesday in Northampton sponsored by Bay State Roads Program.

· Board reviews a survey conducted on phone lines at the Fire Station. Board agrees to reduce and consolidate several lines. AA will contract Verizon and execute the changes and switch one of the lines to high speed.

· Board reviews a letter from David and Maria Carls, W. Center Rd. residents. The letter expresses concerns with unregistered vehicles parked at the intersection of West Center Road and Route 102. Following a discussion, Board agrees to send a letter to property owner Bill Kie reminding him that the provisions of the Town’s Junk Car By-law allows for only 1 unregistered vehicle to be displayed on any property not licensed for sale of vehicles.

· Board discusses several items regarding the Village School project, including:  a bi-weekly project meeting will be held tomorrow (9-11); a contractor has been scheduled to power wash the street side exterior brick and; the need to set a firm move-in date. The phones are scheduled to be switched over on October 12 and will ring at both old and new locations for 4 days.

7:15 PM:
Joan and Norwin Rehm, along with seven concerned residents, address the Board about the urgency to procure a new Council on Aging van to replace the aging current van.

Joan begins by stating that if a letter from the Board committing to the purchase of a van isn’t in her hands within one month, she will resign from the COA.

Board reminds Joan that the Town has applied for a grant for a free COA van from the State Executive Office of Transportation. The award date hasn’t been announced yet but word is expected sometime this fall. Joan responds that the COA can’t wait.

Joan reads a letter of support from resident Dorothy Pieropan for a new van. The Board received the same letter.

Joan also doesn’t want to continue the long-standing van sharing arrangement with the Town of Richmond. Richmond’s participation has dropped off dramatically in recent years but they still keep their time commitment to the van which reduces the days that W. Stockbridge can use it.

CW acknowledges the need for a replacement van. He states that the Board has taken a proactive approach. The Board submitted a grant application for a new van. CW notes that this is the first time the Board has heard that the COA can’t wait for the grant to play out. What if the Town goes out and buys a van on its own then is given a grant award for a new one?

Board expresses concern about compromising their good relationship and long time partnerships with the Town of Richmond if we go and get our own van and not include Richmond. Joan responds that Richmond might get their own van. Relationships won’t be spoiled.

TSC suggests meeting with the Richmond Board of Selectmen to get their views. AA notes that he is meeting with the Richmond Town Administrator tomorrow to discuss the subject.

Joan asks the Board to call a Special Town Meeting to vote on an article to purchase a new van; can’t wait for word on the grant application.

A general discussion follows on where a new van would be stored. CW says that there is room in the Highway lot but there’s no garage space available. A shelter would have to be built somewhere.

MK asks how many volunteer drivers the COA has in W. Stockbridge? Joan responds that there are three drivers. MK asks if splitting from Richmond would harm the Towns’ partnership with Richmond/West Stockbridge Community Health? Joan says that the relationship will remain strong.

CW suggests that the Board host an informational meeting to discuss the van prior to having a Special Town Meeting.

Joan states that she has asked a van manufacturer for a proposal. Board should have it in a few days.

Board thanks Joan and Norwin and residents for coming to the meeting and expressing their concerns. No decision is made on a date for a Special Town Meeting.

8:20 PM:
There being no additional business to discuss, MK makes a motion to adjourn. TSC seconds the motion. Vote taken, 3-0 in favor.
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