Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

September 24, 2007
6:30 PM:
Open Meeting

Quorum present: Curt Wilton (CW), Tina Skorput Cooper (TSC). Michael Kirchner, out of town on business. Also present: Administrative Assistant (AA). No press present.

Board reviews and approves previous meeting minutes.

Board reviews and signs weekly warrants.

Board reviews a mailing from Town Counsel regarding interrogatories and pending litigation between the Zoning Board of Appeals and J.S. Lane.

Board reviews a request from Chief of Police Cooper to appoint Timothy Kelly as a Part-time Police Officer. Board notes that all training and education requirements are in order. TSC makes a motion to approve the appointment. CW seconds the motion. Vote taken, 2-0 in favor.

Board reviews and discusses the following Village School conversion project items:

AA has picked out plant material, which will be delivered next Monday.

The exterior brick on the entire State Line Rd. side of the building was power washed last week. The new and old brick now look similar.

Mike Stevens is giving a price on re-doing the large front lawn area between the school and State Line Road. A portion of the lawn is the responsibility of the general contractor and the remaining (untouched) areas will be replaced by the Town. Currently, the area is all weeds.

TechBeat, project technology consultants, will visit Town Hall next Wednesday to inventory all computers for compatibility with the new server at the Village School. TechBeat will then review progress at Village School.

Board reviews general contractor price quote for converting the last 2 rear classrooms into a community center space. The quote ($226,407) exceeds the available budget. Board will continue to discuss options for this future space.

7:00 PM:
Greg Winters of Thomas Scanlon, CPA, the Town’s auditor, conducts the FY 2006 audit exit conference. Present are Finance Committee members Bob Salerno, Gary Schieneman and Bill Kie.


Mr. Winters reviews the following audit management comments:


Proper accounting of Public Safety Grants – corrected from previous year.

Proper accounting of inventory items valued under $5,000 – corrected from previous year.


Proper accounting, consolidation and tax-exempt status of non-government bank accounts – corrected from previous year.


Computerization of Tax Records – corrected from previous year.


Current year management findings are as follows:


Police Dept. and firearm permits. Recommendation is to keep a proper accounting and log of permits issued and payment received.


Trust fund transfers. Following appropriations into trust funds at town meeting, the funds need to be placed in special accounts so as to earn their own interest.


Reconciliation of cash. Last year’s cash was not reconciled on time. This problem should be corrected with the new Treasurer in place. Cash needs to be reconciled on a periodic basis.


Appropriation to Stabilization Fund. In the past, the Town has appropriated $25,000 per year to the Stabilization Fund. If free cash amounts allow, the Town should considering transferring a higher amount each year. This began in FY 2007, when the Town transferred $200,000 into the Stabilization Fund for savings.


Mr. Winters then reviewed the financial reports.


Bob Salerno asked that next year’s exit conference take place earlier to when the audit report is completed. Several months passed between when the audit was completed and tonight’s meeting. Everyone agrees.


A December 1, 2007 deadline is established to have all records to the auditor in order to complete the FY 2007 audit by the end of January 2008. Everyone agrees.


The Board thanks Mr. Winters and the Finance Committee members for attending the meeting.

8:10 PM:
Bill Kie discusses a letter he just received from the Board of Selectmen instructing him to remove an unregistered vehicle from his property. The letter was sent to Mr. Kie in response to a written complaint received from West Center Road residents Mr. and Mrs. Carls.


Mr. Kie is upset and feels he is being singled out for non-compliance with the Town’s junk car by-law. He says that there are several circumstances around Town of unregistered vehicles. He wonders why the Board is indulging complaining neighbors.


CW responds that the Board doesn’t ignore written complaints. Mr. Kie is clearly in violation with 2 vehicles parked for sale at the corner of West Center Rd. and Rte. 102 and he needs to remove one of them. He’s not being singled out. CW states that if Mr. Kie or anyone else made a written complaint then the Board would react in exactly the same manner. In fact, the Board just today received a written complaint alleging illegally parked cars belonging to Troy’s Garage. The complaint will be researched and followed up in the same manner as the complaint regarding Mr. Kie.


Mr. Kie asks why there are several unregistered vehicles parked at the Town Garage facilities. Shouldn’t the Town follow the same rules that it enforces on others? CW, as Highway Superintendent, acknowledges that there are unregistered vehicles at the garage and are used as parts vehicles. He pledges to clean them up in the next 2 weeks.


Mr. Kie reiterates that the Town’s junk car by-law should be uniformly enforced. Board agrees and will instruct the Chief of Police to conduct a survey of unregistered vehicles and report back to the Board. This type of survey has been periodically done in the past. CW restates that the Board is not singling out Mr. Kie for persecution.


Board discusses a memo received from Chief Cooper relating concerns expressed by Charlene Gennari alleging illegally parked cars on her property across the street from Troy’s Garage. Board instructs AA to investigate using Assessor’s records, Used Car License information and observation then respond to the Chief with findings.

Other Items:
Board discussed setting Trick or Treat and settles on October 27. Trick or Treat will be from 4-6PM followed by a parade to the Village School and a party to follow at the Village School.


Board sets a date of November 3 for an open house at the Village School to invite residents to view the new Town Offices and Library.


TSC informs the Board that Joan Rehm of the COA has offered the Town an organ if it would like one for the Village School. Board will take under advisement. The Town owns a concert piano.


Mr. Kie asks Highway Supt. Curt Wilton about the status of Van Shaak Road. Is it a Town road or has it been abandoned. Mr. Kie owns property along the road. Mr. Wilton and the Town Clerk will research.

9:20 PM:
There being no additional business to discuss, TSC makes a motion to adjourn the meeting. CW seconds the motion. Vote taken, 2-0 in favor.

Meeting minutes approved by:

______________________
______________________

Curt Wilton, Chair

Tina Skorput Cooper

Date: ___________

