Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

October 29, 2007
6:30 PM:
Open Meeting

Quorum present:
Curt Wilton (CW), Tina Skorput Cooper (TSC), Michael Kirchner (MK). Also present: Administrative Assistant (AA). No press present.

Board reviews and approves previous meeting minutes.

Board reviews and signs weekly warrants.

Board reviews and approves Town Buildings Use Policy. TSC expresses her concern that the Librarian’s dog might be considered as a “therapy dog”. Town Counsel has reviewed and approved the policy as presented.

Board discusses the old town hall. Lipton Oil will be called to service the furnace. Maxymillian will stay in the downstairs office through the winter, so there will be a daytime presence. The thermostat will be relocated to provide for more efficient heating now that the building is largely unoccupied. The Old Town Hall Committee will be called in to a meeting with the Board in the next 2 weeks to discuss their progress on planning out the future disposition of the building. AA and Selectmen will be in charge of scheduling and enforcing the policy for the immediate future. Policy can be amended, in warranted, as time goes on.

CHP of Southern Berkshire has a request to use the gymnasium one day per week for a playgroup. Board decides to request CHP attend a future meeting to discuss their wishes.

AA to attend a meeting at Richmond Town Hall this Wednesday to discuss a local inoculation plan.

Board reviews the latest version of the Village School project punch list. Very few items remain to be fixed. The Library will be “punched out” by the architects this Saturday.

Board approves a letter to be sent to Mr. Pons in response to his concerns about branches falling from a Town tree. The Tree Warden has investigated he has determined that the tree is not in the town way.

Board discusses the Police Dept. CEGIS computer. It was stored in the basement during the construction and suffered water damage – apparently caused by construction activities. An insurance claim is being attempted through the General Contractor. Chief Cooper will get estimates for its replacement.

Board discusses the need to post meeting rooms and the gymnasium with occupancy limits. AA will speak with the Building Inspector.

Board discusses the Police Dept. phone. Today, phone calls forwarded to the Sheriff’s Communication Center are answered on a private line. Calls should go directly to the Communications Center with a reading that they originate from W. Stockbridge. Corrections will be discussed during the phone system meeting scheduled for this Friday with the vendor.

Board approves a driveway permit application for a Lenox Rd. residence.

Bill Kie asks CW for an update on the status of Van Shaak Road. CW was to investigate whether the road has been abandoned or if its still a Town maintained road. CW states that in the absence of any documents found that show the road abandoned, the only conclusion is that it is a Town owned road. Mr. Kie states that he is planning to have his abutting (to Van Shaak Road) property surveyed in the near future. CW says that the Highway Dept. will bring the road back to serviceable condition once the survey is completed. That way, the Town can be sure of the road layout.

BK asks if there will be a stove in the kitchen next to the gymnasium. MK responds that a full kitchen was on the construction ‘wish list’ but the cost came in way over budget. The stove would have required a fire suppression system. The Board weighed the cost of upgrading the kitchen to come into building and safety code requirements against the historic pattern of its use. Using the stove once or twice a year did not justify the huge expense.

9:00 PM:
There being no further business to discuss, MK makes a motion to adjourn. TSC seconds the motion. Vote taken, 3-0 in favor.
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