Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

October 22, 2007

6:30 PM:
Open Meeting, Village School

Quorum present: Curt Wilton (CW), Tina Skorput Cooper (TSC). Michael Kirchner (MK) unable to attend. Also present: Administrative Assistant (AA). No press present.



Board reviews and approves previous meeting minutes



Board reviews and approves weekly warrants

7:00 PM:
CW opens the Informational Public Hearing to discuss the Council on Aging van. CW re-states the Board’s support of the grant application for a replacement van. He goes on to say that if the grant fails, the Board will bring forth and support a Town Meeting article for a replacement van.


Norwin Rehm is concerned that the grant applied for will restrict van ownership to 5 years after which the Town would have return the van to a pool and re-apply for its use. CW and AA both explain to Mr. Rehm that what he is referring to is a completely different program from what was applied for. If the Town is lucky enough to win a grant, the van will be the Town’s with no restrictions. CW goes on to say that any award will be closely reviewed to make absolutely sure that it is the right fit for the Town.


CW states that the Town expects to know by mid-November if it will receive an award. If so, the van will be available after July 1, 2008. Curt asks the COA representatives if that timeline is acceptable. Their response is positive. 


CW and TSC then discuss a date for a Special Town Meeting to present an article to purchase a replacement van. The article will be worded so that any appropriation will be offset either partially or in full with grant and or other funds. The STM date is set for November 26, 2007. It is suggested that the COA attend the November Finance Committee on the third Tuesday of the month to review the COA van situation and to seek their support for a Town Meeting article.


The 15 audience members attending the meeting are in unanimous support of such a Town Meeting article.

7:30 PM:
Resident John Pons shows the Board photos of fallen limbs near his house. John provides some small limbs that he claims fell from a tree near his residence that he further claims is a Town owned tree. Mr. Pons has asked several times over the years to have the tree trimmed or taken down.  He is concerned that the tree will cause him personal and or property damage.


CW apologizes for not acting quicker on Mr. Pon’s concerns. Tree Warden Bill Kie will be contacted tomorrow to ascertain whether or not the tree in question is within the Town’s right of way or on private property.


Mr. Pons goes on to say that he is still concerned with the condition of the Cooper driveway. He states that, back in 1968, a stone from the driveway was kicked up and caused him serious injury.


Mr. Pons then discusses the Assessor’s Office and their methods of valuing property. He has asked the Assessors to do assessing the right way for several years but they are still using the market and sales as their main tool. Mr. Pons states that he predicted the current sub-prime mortgage crisis four years ago but nobody listened.


Mr. Pons continues with his concerns that the Chief of Police contract resolution was improperly done. MGL Ch. 97A was undermined. He states that the Chief’s 5-year contract was unenforceable and that a loophole was used to settle the dispute. 


CW defends the Board’s actions. He states that the Board’s job is to look out for the best interests of everyone in Town. A blue ribbon committee looked into the situation and reported back to the Town. The Board adopted the Committee’s recommendations and the matter was settled without going to court.


In other business, the Board discusses the following:


At the Board’s request, AA has drafted a Town Building Use Policy. Board will review next week.


CW signs an agreement with the Southern Berkshire Emergency Planning Committee. The Town will join neighboring towns in various emergency planning activities.

8:30 PM:
There being no further business to discuss, TSC makes a motion to adjourn the meeting. CW seconds the motion. Vote taken, 2-0 in favor.

Meeting minutes approved by:

________________________
_________________________

Curt Wilton, Chair


Tina Skorput Cooper

Date: __________

