Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

October 1, 2007
6:30 PM:
Open Meeting

Quorum present:
Curt Wilton, Chair; Tina Skorput Cooper; Michael Kirchner. Also present: Administrative Assistant (AA). No press present.

Board reviews and approves previous meeting minutes.

Board reviews and signs weekly warrants.

Board discusses offering the old office furniture in the storage trailers to a charity organization. If there are no takers, then it will be disposed of in another fashion.

Board discusses removing the old school bell/cupola from the town hall and moving it to a display area at the new town hall complex. AA will contract Tony Skorput who was involved in erecting the bell.

Board members will attend the semi-annual County Selectmen’s Association Dinner meeting in Lenox on 10-18.

A retirement affair has been scheduled for long-time ConsCom member Ed Desaulniers for 10-18 from 4-6PM at the Card Lake Inn.

AA will attend Procurement Officer Training in Boston from 10/23 – 10/25. Following this session, Chief Procurement Officer status from the Inspector General’s Office will be attained.

Board reviews and approves a response to Chief Cooper who sent a MEMO to the Board regarding a complaint he received from the owner of the old ice cream store/Albert’s Cookies property that cars from Troy’s Garage were being parked without permission on their property. Following an investigation of land records and approved auto licenses held by Troy’s, it was determined that Troy’s vehicles are not illegally parked or stored.

Chief of Police provides his October staffing schedule to the Board.

The following Village School/Town Hall items are reviewed and discussed:

Community space: After reviewing estimates to convert the last two (unused) classrooms to a shared community space, the Board decides to table the project for the present because the estimates came in over budget. Board will continue discussing the best use for this space.

Board reviews the on-going problem with windows. Many are difficult to lower. Manufacturer representatives and engineers are still working on the problem. Town will withhold payment until the matter is resolved.

Plant material will arrive on 10-3. AA and Highway Dept. crew will install.

Board discusses paving quotes received for paving the parking lot, police station parking and an overlay of the driveway loop. Three bids were received and the apparent low bidder is LB Corp. at $58,800. Bids will be reviewed with Project Manager before awarding.

7:25 PM:
Resident John Pons expresses his concerns with dead tree in front of his house on Lenox Rd. CW will investigate.


Mr. Pons reads a long statement regarding the Police Chief Steering Committee and actions surrounding the process of reviewing the contract and employment status of the Chief. Mr. Pons speaks of the Committee’s recommendations and MGL Ch. 97A. Mr. Pons says that he sent his concerns to the Local Yokel for printing but the editors chose not to print them. TSC informs Mr. Pons that the Local Yokel is an independent publication not under the editorial control of the Selectmen.


Mr. Pons adds that he had hoped that there would have been more disclosure during and after the process. MK reminds Mr. Pons that a great deal of the process was conducted in executive session meetings. Accordingly, those meetings are not public information in order to protect the rights of all parties involved.


MK explains to Mr. Pons the distinction between appointments and contracts. The Chief’s disputed contract had a term of 5 years. His appointment was for 3 years. When the Board decided not to reappoint the Chief in June 2006, the effective term of the contract ran two years longer than his appointment. This inconsistency became a point of dispute between the Board and the Chief.


Former Selectmen Elizabeth DiGrigoli offers that she was a signatory to the disputed 5-year contract and that she felt pressured into signing it at the time. Elizabeth offers that the Board should have reviewed the contract with Town Counsel but there was a push to get it signed before the upcoming Town Meeting and Elections.


MK states that the Board will ask town counsel when and what items of the executive session regarding the Chief of Police can be released.

Other Items:
Fire Chief Peter Skorput discusses his desire to paint the fire station. He would like to change the color to a shade of red from the current white. The building is in need of paint and the white seems to attract dirt and insects. Board agrees.


MK suggests that the Old Town Hall Re-use Committee be asked into a meeting in the near future to discuss the future of the old town hall. Operations will be moved out soon and its time to settle on a solid plan for the building.


MK suggests that there may be enough funding left over from the Village School/Town Offices conversion project to help purchase a replacement van for the Council on Aging. He notes that a Town Meeting has been planned for the end of November to act on an article to provide funding for a replacement van. The Town is expected to hear in mid-November whether or not its grant for a new van will be approved or not. The article for a new van would be tabled if the Town were successful with its grant application.

8:10 PM:
There being no further business to discuss, MK makes a motion to adjourn the meeting. TSC seconds the motion. Vote taken, 3-0 in favor.
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