Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

September 22, 2008
6:30 PM:
Open Meeting

Quorum present: Tina Skorput Cooper (TSC), Chair; Curt Wilton (CW), Michael Kirchner (MK). Also present: Administrative Assistant (AA). No press present.

Board reviews and approves previous meeting minutes.

Board reviews and approves weekly warrants (payroll and vendor).

Board discusses a request from the Council on Aging. COA is looking for more volunteer van drivers. There are only two people who do the majority of the driving and more are needed. Board will place an ad in the Shopper’s Guide and a notice in the next Local Yokel.

Board discusses the Request for Proposals (RFP) for the Old Town Hall. Following a final review, Board instructs AA to publish the legal notice in both the Berkshire Eagle and Goods and Services. RFP will also be available on line to interested proposers. The Board is seeking proposals for the future use and or re-use of the Old Town Hall from qualified proposers.

In the meantime, Board will discuss winterizing the Old Town Hall with Peter Skorput and the Building Inspector.

AA will contact the Town’s insurance carrier to request a review of the under-construction skate park located at the Village School. The Town already has insurance coverage for the skateboard facility, which is being updated.

6:50 PM:
Maple Street resident Dan Howard seeks permission to remove a dying tree adjacent to his property. The tree lies on Orchard Street which is a ‘paper road’ that runs parallel to Maple Street behind the Howard property. Orchard Street has not been used in recent memory. Mr. Howard feels the tree will come down and damage his shed. Tree Warden Jim Hallock states that both he and Building Inspector Don Fitzgerald have viewed the property and have determined that the tree in question is in Orchard Street and that the Howard shed is either also on Orchard Street or within its right of way. Tree Warden Hallock has no objection to the removal of the tree as long as Mr. Howard signs a release stating that Mr. Howard is responsible for taking the tree down and that he must employ a certified arborist to do so. Mr. Howard agrees and signs the release.

7:00 PM:
Bid opening for three Town road paving and reclamation projects. MK makes a motion to close all bids. TSC seconds the motion. Vote taken, 3-0 in favor. CW reads the three legal notices as they appeared in the Berkshire Eagle and proceeds to open bids. The bid results are as follows:
Bid Tabulation Sheet

September 22, 2008

Bid # 2008-01, “Full depth Reclamation, High Street”

Bidder Name


Bid Price


NOTES

	Lane Construction
	$2.55 sq. yd. 
	

	Rafferty Reclaiming
	$2.68 sq. yd.
	

	All States Asphalt
	$2.48 sq. yd.
	Apparent low bidder


Bid # 2008-02, “Bituminous Paving, High Street”

Bidder Name


Bid Price


NOTES

	Palmer Paving
	$85.50 ton/in place
	Apparent low bidder

	LB Corporation
	$88.48 ton/in place
	

	DelSignore
	$93.28 ton/in place
	

	Tri-Town Paving
	$94.50 ton/in place
	

	Lane Construction
	$98.65 ton/in place
	


Bid # 2008-03, “Bituminous Paving, Swamp Road”

Bidder Name


Bid Price


NOTES

	Palmer Paving
	$88.15 ton/in place
	Apparent low bidder

	LB Corporation
	$88.25 ton/in place
	

	DelSignore
	$93.28 ton/in place
	

	Tri-Town Paving
	$93.90 ton/in place
	

	Lane Construction
	$98.65 ton/in place
	


Board will take the bids under advisement. CW will review the bids for accuracy and eligibility and make a recommendation of award to the Board at their next meeting.

7:10 PM:
Other Items:

Board approves a revised Building Permit Fee Schedule as proposed by Building Inspector Don Fitzgerald. The new fee schedule will take effect immediately and will bring our fees closer in line with neighboring towns. West Stockbridge fees have been ‘under market’ for a number of years.

TSC asks that the Board review the appointment of Police Officer Gary Mitchell, which was done by vote of the Board two weeks earlier. TSC notes that the Board had requested an updated opinion on the legality of hiring Mr. Mitchell and the opinion has not yet been issued. For that reason, TSC would like to stay the appointment until the Board receives and reviews the legal opinion.

MK says that he is very uncomfortable discussing any personnel matters in open meeting, especially those involving health issues. He states that proper executive session notification procedures need to be followed.

Gary Mitchell is in attendance and waives his executive session privilege; he states that he is comfortable speaking openly about himself.  Mr. Mitchell goes on to say that his disability retirement, via heart clause, from the Springfield Police Department was common knowledge when he worked for the Town of West Stockbridge several years ago.

Chief of Police Stanton says that he brought names forward with his recommendation for appointment. Now, it seems as though his recommendations are open to political scrutiny.

Mr. Mitchell states that he was released from duty some five years ago because of a witch-hunt.

Richard Klein, selectmen member at the time of Mitchell’s dismissal, says that he was let go as a result of an opinion from Town Counsel. There was no with hunt.

MK is not interested in dragging the matter out any longer and makes a motion to re-affirm the previous Board vote to appoint Gary Mitchell as part-time Police Officer. CW seconds the motion. Vote taken, 2-1 in favor. MK and CW vote in favor. TSC votes against appointment and maintains that the Board should wait for an updated opinion from Town Counsel.

7:35 PM:
MK makes a motion to adjourn the meeting. CW seconds. Vote taken, 3-0 in favor.

Meeting minutes approved by:

__________________________
_______________________
__________________

Tina Skorput Cooper, Chair

Curt Wilton


Michael Kirchner

Date: ___________

