Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

October 27, 2008
6:30 PM:
Open Meeting

Quorum present: Tina Skorput Cooper (TSC), Chair; Curt Wilton (CW); Michael Kirchner (MK), unable to attend. Also present: Administrative Assistant (AA). No press present.

Board reviews and approves previous meeting minutes.

Board reviews and approved weekly warrants.

Other Items:

· Paula Farrell, representing the Friends of the Library, asks the Board for permission for the Library to host an “artists appreciation party” from 7-9 PM on January 30, 2009. Following a discussion, the Board approves with the stipulation that all food and drinks be served in the gymnasium only as per Village School Use Policy.

· Board reviews a quote from Girdler Electric to mount and install the basketball scoreboard in the gymnasium. The scoreboard was donated by the Golden Knights girl’s youth basketball organization. Following a discussion, Board approves the quote for the work at $1,440.

· Chief of Police Michael Stanton checks in with the Board to see if they need to speak with him about anything. Board has no questions or concerns for the Chief.

· Board reviews a draft Job Description for Tree Warden. Although an elected position, the Board – and Tree Warden Jim Hallock – thought it best to have a written description of duties and responsibilities for the position. Mr. Hallock noted that he had reviewed the draft description and thought that it was well done. Board will take the draft under advisement and take action at an upcoming meeting.

· Tree Warden Hallock informed the Board that he has recently removed several dangerous town trees including one at the Pons residence. Mr. Hallock also recently met with a representative from National Grid who will be issuing an expanded list of trees that will be coming down during the tree-crown clearing project being conducted up Route 41.

· Peter Skorput explains why several large spruce trees are scheduled to be taken down at the Rockdale Cemetery. Although they look healthy now, they are rotten through their core and are in danger of falling and damaging graveyard markers, as was recently the case in the Albany Road cemetery.

· Peter Skorput also notes that the meeting room near the rear of the Village School offices is getting cluttered with used books that are left over and keep coming in after the Friends of the Library book sale. He had set aside a portion of the room for the Friends but they seem to be spreading out. Board agrees that the meeting room can’t become a storage room because the Board is now discussing future uses for the space as a ‘community room’.

· Finance Committee will be meeting on 10-21-08. Requests for financial information have been provided for the meeting.

· There will be an 8-town meeting at the Mason Library in Gt. Barrington on 10-22-08. Chair Tina Skorput Cooper will represent W. Stockbridge. The other seven towns make up the member towns of both the Southern Berkshire Regional School District and the Berkshire Hills School District. The purpose of the meeting is to open discussions on cost sharing and possible merger of the districts.

· Board reviews a letter from the Inspector General’s Office congratulating AA Mark Webber for successful completion of a 3-day seminar building construction State procurement law. Now that he has completed 3 separate seminars, Mark will have full Massachusetts Certified Chief Procurement Officer status.

· Board approves a request to use the Village School gym for a Halloween Party on October 31st.

8:15 PM:
There being no other business to come before the Board, CW makes a motion to adjourn the meeting. TSC seconds the motion. Vote taken, 2-0 in favor.

Meeting minutes approved by:

______________________
_____________________

Tina Skorput Cooper, Chair
Curt Wilton

Date: __________

