Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

October 27, 2008
6:30 PM:
Open Meeting

Quorum present: Tina Skorput Cooper (TSC), Chair; Curt Wilton (CW); and Michael Kirchner (MK). Also present: Administrative Assistant (AA), Chief of Police Michael Stanton and Town Counsel David Jenkins. No press present.

TSC makes a motion to go into executive session per MGL Ch. 39:23B (3) and to return to open session upon completion. CW seconds the motion. Roll call vote taken: TSC, aye; MK, aye; CW, aye.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

7:15 PM:
Board returns to open session.

MK makes a motion to accept Chief Stanton’s request to rescind his nomination of Gary Mitchell as part-time Police Officer. TSC seconds the motion. Vote taken, 3-0 in favor.

Board reviews and approves previous meeting minutes.

Board reviews and approves weekly warrants.

Following a review of the bid results for the Council on Aging garage project, MK makes a motion to award the project to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder, Page Building, for $18,500. CW seconds the motion. Vote taken, 3-0 in favor.

Board discusses the need for a Special Town Meeting in the sometime near future. The main reason for the meeting is to consider Zoning By-law amendment(s) as proposed by the Planning Board. The Planning Board is expected to conduct public hearings in the near future on the proposed changes. Other items that might be included on the warrant include: additional funds for paving just completed on Swamp Road and High Street. A State approved asphalt adjustment accelerator clause for bituminous concrete is expected to increase the cost of those jobs by approximately $18,000. Highway Supt. states that State highway funds (Chapter 90) paid for the projects but every town is obligated to pay an over charge for blacktop this year. Additionally, more funds for legal expenses related to the John S. Lane versus Zoning Bd. of Appeals case will be needed even though the Town’s Officer Liability Insurance is paying one-half of the incurred legal bills.

CW asks that the Board get to work on the next steps for downtown revitalization. A $50,000 appropriation was granted at the May 2008 Annual Town Meeting to study and engineer the reconstruction of the downtown area infrastructure – particularly paving, curbing and sidewalks. Board agrees to address the topic at its November 10 meeting.

Board has a general discussion about changing the meeting schedule to every other week. It is noted that most communities statewide meet every 2 weeks. No decision reached.

Highway Supt. Curt Wilton and AA will attend a right-of-way workshop on 10-28 in Stockbridge. The workshop is put on by the Baystate Roads Program.

AA informs the Board that a gentleman stopped at the Town Hall recently to voice his displeasure with the Williamsville sign at the top of Water St. His assertion is that the sign, depicting a Native American clothed in a loincloth aiming a bow and arrow is offensive to Native Americans and should be removed. Opinions will be solicited from Water Street residents, who funded and installed the sign. The topic will be discussed again at the November 10th Board meeting.  

7:55 PM:
Tree Warden James Hallock provides the Board with a written quarterly report of Tree Warden activities and provides an update of past and planned Tree Warden actions. Former Tree Warden Bill Kie and Mr. Hallock engage in a discussion of past Tree Warden practice.

8:10 PM:
There being no further business to discuss, MK makes a motion to adjourn the meeting. TSC seconds the motion. Vote taken, 3-0 in favor.
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