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Select Board Meeting Minutes 
August 9, 2021 

 
 
 
Open Meeting 
 

Quorum present: Eric Shimelonis, Select Board Chair, Roger Kavanagh and 
Kathleen Keresey, Select Board Members, and Marie Ryan, Town Administrator.  
 
Others in Attendance: Curt Wilton, Director of Public Works and Peter Dillon, 
Berkshire Hills Regional School District Superintendent 
 

 

Eric called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. Eric then moved up the discussion with Peter 
Dillon to the first agenda item. 
 

Response to residents’ questions about the value the Town is getting for the money 
going to the BHRSD budget- Superintendent Peter Dillon 
 
Roger asked Supt. Dillon to attend the meeting to address the broad topic of value derived for 
the funds contributed by the Town to the BHRSD budget and to answer some specific 
questions that he had sent to Supt Dillon beforehand.   
On the topic of the impact on student education due to the pandemic, he said that it was a 
difficult year for students at all levels but he believes that with they are prepared to address the 
issues students may have as they return to school and they will get everyone back on track 
academically. 
 
He spoke to the calculation of cost per student and how it can’t be derived by dividing the 
number of students into the total school budget. He explained numerous factors that impact 
the cost per student, citing examples of incremental costs attributable to developing and 
monitoring individual education plans and accommodating students with a broad range of 
special needs, concluding that the true cost per student calculation is approximately 25% lower 
than the $30K derived by dividing the budget by the number of students.  He said the District 
supports approximately 10% of the budget with grants. He also pointed out that State aid for 
education has been steadily decreasing over time, and this reduction has a direct impact on 



the amount Towns in the district have to contribute to fund the district budget.   
 
He closed his comments by adding that the District will be producing an annual report in a few 
months which will answer some of the questions posed about how the District compares on a 
number of benchmarks against other School Districts in the county and across the State. He 
offered to come back after the report comes out and respond to questions the townspeople 
may have on the content of the report.  
 
Eric opened the floor to questions from the audience. There were no questions from the 
audience so the Board thanked Peter for attending and said that they will follow up with him 
after the annual report has been released. 
 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Roger made a motion to approve the minutes from May 24, 2021, seconded by Kathleen, all 
were in favor.  The minutes from the July 26, 2021 meeting will be approved at the next 
meeting. 
Roll call vote: 
Roger – Yes  Kathleen – Yes     Eric – Yes 
Motion approved. 
 
Town Administrator Update: 
Marie informed the Board that she will attend a webinar on Wednesday to learn more about 
the ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) money the Town may be eligible to recieve. She will 
give an update on ARPA money at the next meeting. 
 
Josh Billing Runaground on Town roads – Patty Spector 
Patty requested permission from the Board for use of the Town roadways for the 45th Annual 
Josh Billings Runaground on September 19th.  There will be a safety meeting tomorrow with 
the Police and Fire departments of the Towns involved.  Roger asked if there was a cost to the 
Town. Patty responded no, there is no cost to the Towns, the Josh pays for the Police details.  
Patty noted that the event is non-profit and that all money raised will benefit the Berkshire 
Humane Society and the Berkshire United Way. 
 
Eric made a motion to allow the Josh Billings use of the Town roads on September 19, 
seconded by Roger.  
Roll call vote: 
Kathleen – Yes Roger – Yes Eric – Yes 
Motion approved. 
 
Sign Permit for Parks and Recreation at Card Pond – Curt Wilton, Director of Public 
Works 
Curt explained that the Parks & Rec Committee needs to replace the single-sided sign hanging 
near the fence at Card Pond.  They ordered a new double-sided sign which will be placed near 
the driveway. He apologized that he did not get a permit prior to ordering the sign but would 
like to get this approved by the Select Board.   
 
Roger said that he would like to ask the Brian Duval, the Zoning Enforcement Officer to review 
this sign, and the sign requested by Truc’s Orient Express to ensure that they both comply with 
Sign regulations in the Zoning Bylaws. Marie noted that review by the Zoning Enforcement 
Officer prior to Board approval is not current practice but that it could be in the future.  Roger 



said that rather than delay these approvals to the next Board meeting, he would be willing to 
approve both signs on the condition that Brian certifies that they are in compliance with Zoning 
regulations. Eric and Kathleen agreed.  
 
 
 
Roger made a motion to approve both sign permit applications if Brian DuVal confirms that 
they are compliant with Zoning regulations. Eric seconded.  
Roll call vote: 
Kathleen – Yes Roger – Yes Eric – Yes 
Motion approved. 
 
Truc asked the Board if she needs to wait until the approval from the Building Inspector prior to 
hanging the signs. Roger answered that she should wait until Brian gives his approval for the 
signs. 
 
 
Select Board Speak:  
 
Eric said he is working on new Town sign designs and he is seeking a design that all Town 
Committees will be able to consider in order to make all Town signage consistent. 
 
Citizen Speak:  
 
Joe Roy said he had a conversation with Curt about the merchant’s sign located at the exit of 
the Turnpike.  Since it is very old and falling apart, he suggested having it taken down and 
thrown away. He said he discussed the old sign with the Village Association and all the 
merchants agreed it was time to get rid of it. They hope that at some point the Town will be 
able to put up a “Welcome to West Stockbridge” sign there. Eventually the Village Association 
hopes for a new directional signs for their businesses.  Curt agreed to take down the sign and 
dispose of it.   
 
Kathleen made a motion to adjourn at 6:51 PM, Roger seconded. All were in favor. 
Meeting adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Marie Y. Ryan 
Town Administrator 
 
Documents: 
Minutes: May 24, 2021 
Letter from Patty Spector in regards to Josh Billings 
Sign Permit applications from the Parks & Rec Committee and Truc Orient Express 


