
 

    Select Board 
                                       21 State Line Road, West Stockbridge, Mass. 01266-0525 
 

Tel. (413) 232-0300 x319 

Fax. (413) 232-7195 
E-mail: admin@weststockbridge-ma.gov 

 

Select Board Meeting Minutes 
October 16, 2023 

 

Quorum present: Select Board Members; Kathleen Keresey, Chair, Andrew 
Krouss, Andrew Potter, and Town Administrator Marie Ryan.   

 
 
Kathleen opened the meeting at 6 PM. 
 
 
 
Approval of Minutes:  
Andy Potter made a motion, seconded by Andy Krouss, to approve the minutes from 
September 18, September 28 and October 2, 2023. 
 
All were in favor, minutes approved. 
 
Citizen Speak:   
Barry Girdler spoke in support of continuing hybrid Select Board. 
 
In Memoriam for Bob Burke- Bernie Fallon, Past Select Board Member 
Bernie spoke in remembrance of Bob Burke who recently passed away. He said that Bob was 
an inspiration to everyone and has done so much for the Town through his years living here.  
He was a Selectmen for many years, a little league coach, served on several committees in 
Town and was a friend to everyone and will be missed, 
 
 
Department of Public Works Update - Director of Public Works Curt Wilton 
 

HIGHWAY; 
Summer Paving 

Willson Road (Mill and Fill Asphalt Resurfacing) Total cost for project $223,428.90. 
State-Aid Chapter 90 allocation was $160,000 and remaining balance of $63,428.90 Town 
cost. 
Smith Road/Woodruff and Maple View Drive (Chip-Seal, oil and stone treatment) 
Total cost for project $77,000 all cost funded through the State W.R.R.P. 
 



Fall Paving 
Due to the heavy and frequent rains throughout the summer months all contractors have a 
work load back up. For these reasons we have not begun our paving. The paving and 
resurfacing procedure of the following roads, Iron-Ore/Iron-Mine/Silver-Mine/ Bo-Bo Link/ 
Cone-Hill and Furnace road have not yet begun. The Highway crew has been working in those 
neighborhoods in preparation for the start of the paving project. The tree canopy is near 
completion and the leveling/shimming along selected areas will be taking place a.s.a.p. Storm 
water catch basins and waterways have been repaired and updated. Beginning in the next 
week or so we will be milling the bridge deck on Cone-Hill road in preparation for the 1 ½’ 
asphalt overlay. It is our intention to continue with scheduling these roads before the asphalt 
season ends by Thanksgiving.     
 

CEMETERY; 

 
Work continues with the removal of some large and dangerous pine trees along our cemetery 
properties. The mowing/trimming and general care of our cemeteries is soon to be completed 
for the season as winter approaches. This past summer we were able to budget $8,800 for the 
purpose of our stone and monument repairs. This funding allowed us to hire some part time 
employee’s (Owen and Evan Alfonso) who have made over 200 repairs and adjustments to 
these pieces in our village cemetery.  

 
PARKS/RECREATION; 
 

The committee is working very hard and is committed to all the Town play 
grounds/beach/playing fields and community events. One piece of equipment that has been 
updated was the large 4ft-quarter pipe ramp in the Skate Park Complex. This popular ramp 
was over 15 years old and was starting to show serious signs of wear. Through the help of one 
of the original Park designers, David Eddy and his son Brian have disassembled and rebuilt 
the entire ramp. Saving the Town thousands of dollars and many more years of pleasure.  

 

SOLID WASTE TRANSFER STATION; 
 

We have finally worked out all the kinks in our Bottles/Cans compactor unit. The unit now gives 
us the ability to compact more tightly and this allows us to increase the tonnage in the 
container which will cut down on the trucking frequencies which cost the Town $200 every time 
a container gets pulled out. There are no more $165-monthly rental fee’s as we now own all 
the equipment. This is good news as the cost per ton to dispose our trash went from $93/ton to 
$128/ton. I will have some actual cost savings within a few months. 
 

 
Dog Park Committee- Michael Bolognini and Jana Sax 
Michael explained to tthe Board that he and seven other residents have been investigating the 
potential of having a dog park in Town.  They would like to have the support of the Board by 
becoming an appointed Advisory Committee which can then research the possibly of a dog 
park as representatives of the Town.  Michael then gave their mission statement as follows: 
 
Mission Statement 
In partnership with the West Stockbridge Select Board and related Town Departments, Boards 
and Committees, the West Stockbridge Dog Park Committee shall: 



 
● Estimate costs for the park’s design, construction, insurance, and maintenance. 

● Identify funding sources and secure funding for the dog park’s design, construction, and 

ongoing maintenance. 

● Determine options and a final location for the park. 

● Oversee the design, construction and maintenance of the park. 

● Research, establish, post, and maintain rules and regulations to promote safe park use. 

● Create a plan for the long-term oversight and maintenance of the park, without creating 

a new tax burden on the town. 

● Advise public officials, boards, committees and residents about the benefits of dog 

parks. 

 
Andy Potter made a motion, seconded by Kathleen, to appoint the following residents to an 
Advisory Dog Park Committee:  
 

Jana Sax   Lorri Santhay 
Michael Bolognino  Paige Orloff 
Heather Hicks  Renee McCormick 
Roni Kramer   Sharon VIdal 

 
 
All were in favor. 
 
Andy Potter also suggested the Committee look into the grassy area next to the Card Pond 
parking lot as well as applying to the Community Preservation Commission for funds in the 
future. 
 
Berkshire Regional Transit Authority Representative (BRTA) 
Marie explained to the Board that a requirement of the Town being a member of BRTA is that 
West Stockbridge have a representative on the BRTA Board.  Andy Potter volunteered to be 
the representative.  Kathleen and Andy Krouss agreed and thanked Andy Potter. 
 
 
Move Meeting to Remote Only in November: 
Kathleen stated that in the past the Board had discussed moving the meeting during the winter 
months to fully remote due to the increase in COVID and Flu cases as well as poor weather 
issues. All agreed to keep the meetings hybrid. 
 
 
 
Select Board Speak: 
Andy Potter urged the voters to attend the upcoming Special Town Meeting on Monday, 
October 23 at 6 PM at Town Hall to vote on the 8 Town Regional School District Merger. 
 
Kathleen made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session and not to return to open session: 

 
“Anticipated executive session in accordance with G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(2), to conduct strategy 
sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion personnel (Police Chief).” 
 



Roll Call Vote: 
Andy Krouss  Yes 
Andy Potter  Yes 
Kathleen  Yes 
 
 
The Board adjourned open session and entered into Executive Session at 6:35 PM. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Marie y. Ryan 
Marie Y. Ryan 
Town Administrator 


